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My son, Mason, started playing basketball this year.
[ attended the obligatory meeting at the beginning of
the year and was pleased to see that I knew his new
coaches, Matt Laturner and Scotty Edwards. I knew

was important for the boys on the team to realize how
fortunate they were to be able to play basketball and to
participate with their teammates.

Payton Burpee, one of the boys on the younger team,
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YMCA Basketball coaches Scotty Edwards (L) and Matt Laturner.

he would be in good hands, but I didn’t realize how
much more than just basketball would be taught.

Matt and Scotty have been coaching together for the
last two years, and this year they decided to take on two
teams. The teams are sponsored by the YMCA and in-
cluded about 30 local boys. Somewhere in the middle
of the season, Matt told the parents that we would be
having a party at the end of the year for the boys on the
team, but that the coaches did not want a coach’s gift.
For those of you who are veterans of the child sport
phenomenon, the coach’s gift is given to each coach asa
way to make up for the endless hours of time and effort
that the coach puts in while you run to the store and
celebrate that hour of peace and sweet freedom. When
all of us looked around with that deer in the headlights
look of “what do we do now?” Matt suggested that we
raise money and donate it to a charity.

The discussion then changed from what do we get the
coaches to who should we donate to? The answers were
obvious. On each team, there was a player who had a
family member personally touched by a major charity.
The younger team chose the Make-A-Wish Foundation
and the older team chose the Muscular Dystrophy As-
sociation. This choice was easy for the boys because
they actually knew someone who had been affected by
the kindness of others. Matt and Scotty also felt that it
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was a recipient of a wish from the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation. When he was 3 months old, he was diagnosed
with an extremely rare heart condition. His wish was
to swim with dolphins. He was able to do just that at
Sea World and he also got to spend his 4th birthday
at Disneyland courtesy of the Make A Wish Founda-
tion. His older brother Davis has the same rare heart
condition and was able to have his wish of meeting
the Seahawks and being on the sideline during a game
come true via the same organization. This charity
was a natural fit. When asked what he thought of the
coaches giving up their gifts Peyton replied "I think it
is really nice that Coach Matt gave up his gift. I had so
much fun on my wish; Donald Duck made special time
with me! And I got to feed and pet Dolly (a dolphin)
and see her new baby. Coach Matt is letting another
boy have a wish come true. I think it is very nice of
him. Ireallylove Coach Matt."

The older team chose the Muscular Dystrophy As-
sociation as their charity because they also had a per-
sonal connection to that charity. My nephew and Ma-
son’s cousin Brennan has muscular dystrophy. By all
accounts he is a typical 9 year old, but you quickly see
that he can not run and play as well as many kids his
age. His legs and arms are starting to be significantly
affected by his condition. They expect him to be con-

fined to a wheel chair within a relatively short period
of time and his life expectancy is about 18 years. Ma-
son was glad that the coaches decided to donate to
charity saying: “I think it was nice because they could
find a cure to help Brennan so he doesn’t die.”

In fact the boys all seemed to think this was a fine
idea. Rick, one of the boys on the team, said “It’s a
good idea to help people who cannot play. Helping is
more important than having.” When asked what he
would remember most about the season Rick also said
“the coaches, how special they are and donating the
money to people who cannot play.”

The Boys really did their part in getting donations.
All told they gathered over $600 for the two chari-
ties. Matt and Scotty’s decision has already started to
change things in our community. I have received an
email from a coach who was inspired by this, and will
be doing this for his team next year.

Jen Laturner, Matt’s wife, has a son on each of the
two teams. She said “The hope is for each player to
realize not just how much fun it is to be able to partici-
pate in an activity like this but that there are others
who don't have the chance at all. Ithink both boys are
starting to realize that we either have things or get to
do things that a lot of others don't. They also realize
that giving is better.”

Matt and Scotty are the kind of roll models we all
want for our kids. They teach the fundamentals, they
work with each kid individually, they make 15 scream-
ing 8 and 9 year olds into a team and on top of it all
they throw in a life lesson on gratitude and giving.
And, when it comes to coach’s gifts can you really ask
for a better gift than that?
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Coach Edwards (L) and Laturner here with their 8-9 year old
basketball players hamming it up for the camera!  Courtesy photo

Riverview Employee Highlight Belinda Feller: A 5th Generation Teacher &, wcanne chistensen, rso

Belinda Feller has been teaching at Cherry Valley Elementary for 25 years. During that time, she has taught the 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades. She looped up with a couple
of her classes, which she found to be a wonderful experience. She shared “We picked up on that first day of school the second year and
went right on from where we left off the previous year.”
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The LINNEROOTH Team Sold Lots of Homes in February
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Offer / Counteroffer

Here are photos of some of
. ) the homes we sold last
3 ] % = || month. Many homeowners

SRS S think they should wait to put
3 -

their home on the market.
If the sellers of these homes had waited, they
would not be Sold or Pending Sold now. No
need to wait... call the Linnerooth Team.

call Sue 425-788-9222 Windermere RE NE
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